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Rise in global CO2 emissions from energy use slowed in

2015 -BP

LONDON | BY NIMNA CHESTHEY

000000

Smuoke billows from the chimneys of Belchatow Power Station, Europe’s higgest coal-fired power plant, in this May 7.
200 fil= photo.

REUTERSFPETER ANDREWS/FILES

Carbon dioxide emissions from energy consumption grew by 0.1 percent last year in their
smallest advance since 2009 due to lower coal use and sluggish growth, BP said on
Wednesday in its annual energy review.

Last year's rise, which slowed from 0.5 percent in 2014, took global CO2 emissions from
energy use to around 33.508 billion tonnes, BP said in its annual Statistical Review of
World Energy.

"Last year saw a flattening of carbon emissions from energy consumption. That's come
about from slowing demand growth and a shift away from coal to natural gas and
renewables in the energy mix," Chief Executive Bob Dudley said on a webcast.

"But it is only a very small step in the right direction given the scale of the challenge (o
reduce emissions),” he said.
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OECD energy production hits record high, but consumption and

CO2 emissions fall

Newest |EA statistics detail decoupling of
member countries’ economic growth
from carbon pollution

6 May 2016

Even as total OECD energy production rose 4%
in 2014 to a record high, energy consumption
among the member countries fell, as did CO;
emissions from fuel combustion, new IEA data
reveal.

The latest detailed official statistics for the 34
countries in the Organisation of Economic Co-
operation and Development add to the IEA

Nuclear
18%

finding that world energy-related CO; emissions held steady in 2014 despite economic growth, the first

such decoupling on a worldwide basis in the 40 years the Agency has provided information on emissions.
The IEA issued a preliminary assessment earlier this year that the historic shift continued at a global level

through 2015.

The decoupling is particularly acute among OECD countries, where emissions fell 1.4% in 2014, to 11.9
gigatonnes. That is only slightly more than OECD emissions in 2009 despite the countries’ 10% economic
growth over the period. The leading factor in the recent decoupling is a decline in the energy intensity of
OECD countries’ economies, which is the result of greater energy efficiency and warmer seasons among
other factors. Another contributor is reduced emissions per kilowatt-hour in electricity generation, the

sector responsible for two-fifths of energy-related CO; in OECD.
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R.B. Jackson (Stanford Univ.) et al., Reaching peak emissions, Nature Climate Change 6,
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