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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.1b
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Impacts are driven by changes in multiple climate conditions, which 

are increasingly attributed to human influence.

SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT

IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.1a
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Observed widespread and substantial impacts and related 
losses and damages attributed to climate change

Conclusion: No sector and system remains untouched
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.1c
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The extent to which future generations will experience a hotter and 

different world depends on choices now and in the near term. 

Conclusion: What we do now, defines the future of humankind and planet
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.3a
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Regional species losses – resulting from evolutionary 
adaptation limits

Conclusion: Loss of habitat – Animal life retreats from the tropics.
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3.3 – 3.6 billion people live in hotspots of high vulnerability 
to climate change…large parts of Africa, South Asia, Central 
and South America, small islands 
and the Arctic. 

Denis Onyodi / KRCS CC BY-NC 2.0
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.3b
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Heat-humidity risks to human health*

Conclusion: Human habitat is lost from lower latitudes.

* Without “technical” adaptation measures
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.3c
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Food production impacts (without additional adaptation)
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.4a

Synthesis

Risks are occurring sooner than assessed earlier. 

Conclusion: Limit warming close to 1.5°C
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.4b
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Humans and nature are exposed to diverse risks.

Conclusion: Limit warming close to 1.5°C
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.4c
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Risks caused by sea level rise

Conclusion: Limit warming close to 1.5°C

Risks for coastal regions increase with sea level and depend on responses taken.



SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT

Limiting warming to 
1.5°C and 2°C involves 
rapid, deep and in most 
cases immediate 
greenhouse gas 
emission reductions
…Talk WGIII Jim Skea
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.4d
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Our adaptation measures and socioeconomic development define climate risks

Conclusion: Limit warming close to 1.5°C in order to 

maintain adaptation capacity
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There is a rapidly 
narrowing window of 
opportunity to enable 
higher climate resilient 
development
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.2c
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Our future is 
decided now!

All aspects of life would 

change when avoiding 

greenhouse gas 

emissions and 

minimizing climate 

risks.

Each decision 
counts!

Conclusion: 

Limit warming close to 1.5°C in order to maintain adaptation capacity
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.2c
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IPCC AR6 SYR Figure SPM.2c
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Feasibility of

diverse solution

options:

Adaptation often 

has synergies 

with mitigation. 

Adaptation Mitigation

From current imbalance … …towards a sustainable future?

Source: 
IPCC WGII AR6 
SPM Figure 1
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„… the WGII view of the world“
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IPBES-IPCC: Co-Sponsored Workshop on Biodiversity and Climate Change
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Quantify effective and 
ecosystem-specific needs

Establish Mosaic- Land-, Ocean-

and Freshwater-‘scapes‘

Effective and socially just protection

measures to restore 30-20% of

Land-, Freshwater and Ocean 

ecosystems can help Planetary 

Health including resilient 

ecosystem services (Nature‘s

contributions to people)

Integrate protection and adaptation responses of ecosystems and 
their contribution to mitigate for climate resilient development

SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORTSIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT
Synthesis Report

The science is clear.

Any further delay in concerted 
global action will miss a brief 
and rapidly closing window to 
secure a liveable future for all.

IPCC AR6 reports offer solutions.

However, it is getting late.


